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October 2017

News and Events
It's Rotary's
"Economic and Community Development"
Month

Come listen to October's speakers provide their unique
insights and valuable perspectives on this month's
theme: economic and community development.

WEEKLY MEETINGS
Club meetings are held on Tuesdays at the Westin Cypress Creek Hotel.

October 3rd @ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Westin Cypress Creek Hotel
Speaker Janet Erlick, Executive Artistic Director, Florida Children’s Theatre - We look
forward to Janet's worthwhile topic: "Why Arts Education and Cultural Vitality is Critical to a
Healthy Community." Janet will explain the value of culture and the arts both in terms of
personal growth and as an economic engine. We could not have a more credible source on
the

subject!

Janet

has

created

partnerships

with

many

cultural

and

social

service

organizations throughout South Florida, has developed several comprehensive community

outreach program initiatives, and has created a scholarship program that now provides
over $75,000 each year in tuition assistance to students. Currently, she serves as the Chair
of

Broward

County’s

Cultural

Executive

Committee

and

as

a

member

of

the

Cultural

Council of Broward. She is a Leadership Broward graduate and is active on many of their
committees. A former recipient of the City of Hope Businesswoman of the Year Award,
Janet is Past-President of the Florida Theatre Conference and former board member of the
Florida Association of Theatre Education and Ancestral Legacies, in addition to serving as
a member of the Advisory Council for Justice for Children and Families and chairing the
Multicultural Infusion Cultural Enrichment Language Advisory Council of the School Board
of Broward County. Janet is a graduate of Swarthmore College with a double major in
Theatre and Psychology.

October 10th @ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Westin Cypress Creek Hotel
Speaker

Marsha

Communications

-

Freedman,
Marsha's

Speaker

presentation

and
is

Coach

entitled,

from

"The

SET

Express

Yourself

Principle®:

Manage

Emotions. Avoid Commotion." As she explains, we simply can’t avoid or control it: stuff just
happens! Computers goes down, deadlines are moved up, customers complain, work
piles up. What we CAN control is the way we manage our emotions when dealing with life’s
stressors. Marsha will share the strategies and tools she has developed that will help us
improve

our

productivity

and

focus

and

reduce

our

stress

levels

when

we

deal

with

challenging situations and difficult personalities. As a trainer for corporate clients, Marsha's
mission is to empower professionals to become more confident, dynamic, and effective
communicators. Her vision: To change the world--one presentation and one conversation at
a time!

October 24th @ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Westin Cypress Creek Hotel
Speaker Chris DeRose - Get ready for Chris' presentation, "Cryptocurrency and You:
Where

Does

Blockchain

Matter?"

Bitcoin,

Blockchain,

and

crypto-currency

make

the

frontpage news every week. But many are still scratching their heads. Where will this
technology

actually

technology

has

impact

brought

their

wealth,

lives?

Why

power,

and

should

they

controversy.

care?
But

For

these

a

select

few,

tremendous

this

gains

haven’t come without tremendous risk. On October 24, Chris DeRose will be here, in
person, to share his hard lessons in the field. If you’re embarrassed to talk about this new
technology, or afraid of its consequences – this talk is for you! What started as a fringe
group of eccentrics, has become increasingly legitimate. And blockchain technology shows
no sign of stopping its pace. Should you get involved in the “wild west” of the Internet and
finance? Probably not. But everyone should understand the basics about this amazing new
technology; the economics that this new world of finance has brought us; and the ingenuity
of a revolutionary hacker, known only as “Satoshi Nakamoto.” Chris DeRose is one of the
oldest, and most controversial speakers in the bitcoin space. And has over six years of
experience navigating the political, social, and financial difficulties of blockchain. Unlike

most of bitcoin's adherents, Chris' advocacy has little to do with investment or libertarian
agendas, and takes a skeptical approach to the problems, solutions, and difficulties of
Internet's "wild west." Chris has lectured at numerous universities, written for nearly all of
the industry's journals, and produced a weekly podcast and YouTube show dedicated to
the subject matter. Guided by a strong belief in EMH, and an agnostic approach to public
policy, Chris' exploration of the field may best be described as "regrettably reasonable" and
"principled irreverence". Chris DeRose is passionate about the amazing technology of
blockchain, and the intersection of finance and computer science that it has brought us.

Boo! But in a good way...
October 31st @ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Westin Cypress Creek Hotel
Speaker George Robertson-Burnett - Past DG George Robertson-Burnett will be cooking
up some fun, sprinkling in a dash of humor, and talking to the Club about the “Recipe for
Rotary.” George was born in Aberdeen, Scotland and was educated at Aberdeen Grammar
School prior to accepting his first employment with The Scottish Daily Mail as a training
journalist.

When

that

newspaper

went

into

receivership,

George

joined

Her

Majesty's

Customs and Excise, the UK’s revenue collection and smuggling prevention agency, where
he worked on enforcement and Narcotics Control. After thirteen years of Government
service, George joined with a business partner and started a freight forwarding company,
called Regional Freight, in England. George met his wife, Carole, while operating this
business at Norwich Airport, England, and they were married in 1990. George and Carole
were blessed in 1998 with the arrival of their daughter Phillipa (Pippa). Then, after thirteen
years in the freight business, George sold all his interests in the UK and moved to Bartow,
Florida to pursue a new lifestyle. The family was delighted to become American Citizens in
2015. A member of the Bartow Rotary Club virtually since his arrival, George has been
involved in all aspects of the Club’s operation, including Club President in 2008/9. He
served the District as the Assistant Governor Group 7 from 2009 – 2011, and Conference
Chair in 2011 and 2012. George was named District Rotarian of the Year in both 2011 and
2012 and received a District "Service Above Self Award" in 2013. George served as the
District Governor for Rotary District 6890, for the year 2013/14, and as the District's
Membership Chair and DG's Aide. George is a graduate of RLI and is an RLI Discussion
Leader. In 2014, he accepted a three-year position as Assistant Rotary Coordinator for
Zone 34, with emphasis on Membership growth and retention. George and Carole are
Major Donors to the Rotary Foundation, and George is a Paul Harris Society member.

Don’t miss next month's speaker! This is a MUST SEE event!
November 7th @ 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm, Westin Cypress Creek Hotel
Speaker Rita Hilton, Holocaust Survivor - We are honored to have Rita Hilton, a 91-yearold Holocaust survivor who lives in Boca Raton, as our meeting speaker at the Westin
Cypress Creek Hotel in early November. *This is an excellent opportunity to invite guests
and prospective members.* Rita is a very articulate and witty storyteller! She will share with
us some of her life experiences, from her time living in Nazi-occupied Poland, to her
immigration to America and raising a family, to what it's like for her today. Her story now
resides in the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, but we are fortunate enough to

have this opportunity to hear her recollections live. For a sneak peek of her talk, see the
short video clip here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfJslBNDtf8. Please be sure to
join us to meet Rita, hear her story, and be inspired!

SERVICE PROJECTS
Friday the 13th, but not like the movie...
Friday, October 13th
Liberty Elementary Tutoring - On October 13, 2017, Robert Slatoff and Caitlan
Etchevers are scheduled to tutor at Liberty Elementary. If you are signed up, please
make sure you sign up as a volunteer at http://browardschools.com/
getinvolved/application-note. If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Kostick.
Liberty Elementary
2450 Banks Road
Margate, FL 33063

Sunday, October 15th @ 8 am - 6 pm
Tomorrow’s Rainbows/Ponytail and Bale Camp - Tomorrow’s Rainbows provides
grief counseling to children who have lost a love one and could not otherwise afford
the counseling. Volunteers are needed to help set up the camp, assist during the
event, and to clean up after the event, as well as to dress up as characters for the
cowboy/wild west theme. Chairperson Roslyne Atlius will be providing the details for
your arrival time, specific jobs, departure time, and other directions.
Tomorrow's Rainbows
4341 NW 39th Avenue
Coconut Creek, FL 33073

Tuesday, October 24th
World Polio Day - Get ready for Rotary's 5th annual World Polio Day event, cohosted with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Rotary will stream live from Gates
Foundation headquarters in Seattle, Washington to bring together more than 50,000
viewers around the world. Rotary's decades of advocacy, fundraising, education,
and immunizations have helped reduce worldwide polio cases by more than 99.9
percent. But the world's children aren't safe from this disease until it's 100 percent
eradicated. Join us in the fight as global health experts and celebrities share our
progress on the road to polio eradication. For more information, please
visit: https://www.endpolio.org/world-polio-day.

Between now and Thanksgiving
It's time for The Dictionary Project! The goal of this District Grant project is to help
students throughout Broward County Title I schools become better writers, active
readers, creative thinkers, and resourceful learners by providing each with his or her
own personal dictionary. On September 20, 2017, Chair Alexis Jagusztyn emailed
you all the list of schools and teams you are on to distribute dictionaries. If you want
to change schools (+ or -) this year, please send an email to Alexis Jagusztyn
at alexis@jagusztyncpas.com and Tom Santoro at tsantoro36@yahoo.com with your
changes. Team leaders are responsible for finding other team members. There
should be 3-4 Rotarians per team. Attn: Team Leaders - please send me your final
team listings. Team leaders are also responsible for contacting the school,
confirming the number of dictionaries needed, and coordinating the delivering of
dictionaries. Please let me or Alexis know this has been scheduled. Our goal is to
have distribution completed by Thanksgiving.

Pack-A-Sack will be starting soon!
Chair Barbara Gobbi will be providing us with the details in the coming month.

FUNDRAISERS
A MESSAGE FROM ALAN COHN, OUR DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Dear Fellow Rotarians:

I would like to give you an update on our District’s hurricane relief efforts for Irma in
the lower Keys, and also on the significant effort being coordinated to assist our
friends in Puerto Rico in the aftermath of Maria.

First let me thank the Downtown Ft. Lauderdale, Key West, and Marathon clubs for
their leadership in the relief efforts for Irma. Several other clubs, including Weston,
North Dade, Boca Raton West and Miramar-Pines, assisted greatly in collection
efforts. Upper Keys President Jill help connect us with Rotarian and state rep Holly
Raschein’s Office to help the truck from NC get through the checkpoints all the way
to Marathon on Sat night. Don Horton past AG and Upper Keys member took the
lead as Disaster Relief Chair helping with assessments, communications and
coordinating distribution. District Secretary Elect and Key West member Elizabeth
McLaughlin took the lead organizing distribution locations, volunteers to unload and
assessments in the lower keys. Coconut Creek, Cypress Creek, Doral, DavieCooper City, and other clubs organized local donations in their areas.

Special thanks also to the Swansboro, NC club, district 7730, for driving a full trailer
of supplies all the way down to Marathon. In a very short time frame, we coordinated
the collection of enough relief supplies to fill several 53’ trailers (as well as a WWIIvintage DC-3 cargo plane!), and delivered those supplies to the distribution centers
set up by Rotarians in Big Pine and Key West. Those supplies were delivered last
Monday, less than 7 days after Irma wreaked her havoc.

One of the few positives that came from Irma for many of us was a new-found
appreciation, almost amazement, at the collective power of Rotary. Our members,
and the resources that we can marshal for our service efforts, can do amazing
things, and we proved that with a great effort on Irma.

Another positive of our District’s experience with Irma was establishing some key
relationships with corporate partners in the community to help with logistics. In part
due to these new relationships, we are well positioned to provide nearly immediate
support to Puerto Rico. A 767, chartered by SBS Corporation of Miami, already
departed MIA this morning (Sat. Sept. 23rd), filled with over 100,000 pounds of
immediate-need supplies -- we are pleased to have assisted in that effort. Additional
cargo will primarily be shipped by sea over the coming weeks, again thanks to
arrangements made by SBS Corporation with Royal Caribbean.

We also learned from Irma that to do the most good we must focus collection efforts
on only the most critically-needed supplies. For example, we do NOT want to collect
bottled water for Puerto Rico at this time – that is being well handled by other
organizations. However, our efforts are greatly needed in other areas, and to that
end we offer all clubs in the district the opportunity to “adopt” one or two critically
needed supply items, and focus collection efforts specifically on those items. The
categories are shown below – please let me know if your club is able to participate
in the program. We will arrange pickup, transportation and distribution of all
donations as needed.

One final item – many members have inquired as to where they might direct
financial contributions to the relief efforts in the Keys and Puerto Rico, as well as the
Virgin Islands. We urge members to consider making contributions to the Robbins
Fund for this purpose. The Robbins Fund is a 501(c)3 organization which was
established in our district in the late 1980s and was specifically created to deal with
disaster relief efforts. If you would like additional information about the Robbins

Fund, please call me or our district treasurer, Scott Shulman. Donations to the
Robbins Fund may be sent by check to Scott Shulman, District Treasurer c/o Lundy,
Shacter, Shulman & Kaplan, 400 N. Pine Island Road, Suite 300, Plantation, FL
33324.

Relief Supply Categories
Clubs are asked to consider “adopting” one or two of these categories and focusing
their collection efforts on that those items.

Tarps
Ropes and bungee cords
Generators, chainsaws, tools
Gas Cans (empty and clean)
Dust Masks
Gloves (leather work gloves, rubber cleaning gloves)
Coolers
Flashlights and batteries
Sunscreen and mosquito spray
Soaps and sanitizers
Toiletries/Hygiene
First Aid Supplies
Clorox, other disinfectants, cleaning wipes
Diapers, baby supplies
Toilet Paper
Paper plates and napkins
Plastic kitchenware - utensils, plastic cups
Paper Towels
Non-Perishable food items (no glass containers)

Thanks to all involved for a tremendous effort here!

Yours in Rotary Service,

Alan Cohn, District Governor
Email: alancohn30@gmail.com

UPCOMING

TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Saturday, October 7th @ 7:15 am - 3:30 pm
RLI – Sign up for Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI), which will be at Keiser University
in Fort Lauderdale at http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary. All classes are quickly
filling up, so do not delay. Parts I, II and III still have some seats left. If you are an
RLI graduate, there a few seats available for Grad Foundation and Grad Public
Speaking.
Keiser University
1500 NW 49th Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

Saturday, October 21st @ 9 am - 4 pm
Foundation and Grants Management Seminars at NSU in Davie - The District’s
Foundation Seminar will be held in the morning from 9 am – 12 pm, and the Grants
Management Seminar will be held in the afternoon from 1 pm – 4 pm. Your club
must attend a Grants Management Seminar in order to be able to apply for 2018-19
Grants. Register on DaCdb.
Nova Southeastern University
3301 College Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314

ROTARY REFLECTIONS

Last month's induction of our first Associate Member, Ryan
Moore, and his designee member, Lonni Cibants on 9/19.

L to R: Steve Breitbart, Jeff Cox, Lonni Cibants, Tammy Kennedy, and Ryan Moore

A warm welcome to you both, Ryan and Lonni!

Can you spell: September's Dictionary Labeling on 9/23?

Club members and guests joined together to place labels inside dictionaries that we
will distribute to 3rd graders in Title I schools in Broward County. The labels identify
Rotary and allow each student to personalize their dictionary. The labeling party was
a success, and now we are ready to start helping educate!

Hurray for Honor Flights on 9/23!

Club members and guests came together at the Ft. Lauderdale airport to honor our
WWII veterans as they returned from a special trip to Washington, D.C. with Honor
Flights to visit memorials in their honor.

Social Event at B Square on 9/27!

Club members gathered for our first social event meeting at B Square to build
friendship and goodwill. If you were unable to attend, you don’t want to miss the next
one! Good times.

We 'wrapped' the month at the LifeNet event on 9/30.

Club members and guests joined together at LifeNet4Families, a family service
center in Lauderhill, to feed the less fortunate in Broward County.

Have a great upcoming month, everyone!
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